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4 Provisional Government," the national exchequer
had been sent for safety to Plevna, when the news
came that the alarm was false. At Sliviiitza the
Bulgarian^ had triumphed, everywhere the Serbs had
L>LCII driven back. King Milan sent a letter, asking
for an armistice, which was refused, and the victors
crossed the frontier and occupied Pirot. Belgrade
seemed in danger, for its defenders had only one
round of ammunition left; but Count Khevenhuller,
the Austrian Minister to Servia, arrived in the Bul-
garian headquarters, and told Prince Alexander that,
if he advanced further, Austria would join Servia in
resisting his inarch. The Prince yielded to superior
force, and in March, 1886, a treaty of peace was
signed at Bucharest. Servia did not cede a single
yard of territory ; she did not even pay a war in-
demnity, which ought, according to the Bulgarian
statesmen, to have consisted of two million pigs, the
commndit}* of which the Serbs had most to spare.
But if Bulgaria had not gained kind or cash from
Servia, the Union with Eastern Roumelia was se-
cured by the war. The Sultan made a treat}' with
Prince Alexander early in 1886, and named him
Governor-General of the country, which was hence-
forth known as South Bulgaria. The war had not
been in vain ; Slivnttza was found by the politicians
to have its literal meaning of u that which unites " ;
for the blood of the soldiers who died there cemented
the union of the two Bulgarias.

Prince Alexander had driven back the Serbs, and
returned in triumph to his capital as the "hero of
Slivnitza " ; but the vengeance of Russia dogged his